Knowledge-based inferencing after childhood head injury.
Inferencing was studied with a story comprehension task that required inferences to be made from a controlled knowledge base. Despite similar rates of knowledge base acquisition, knowledge base retention, and speeded access to the knowledge base across groups, the 18 children with severe head injury had lower rates of inferencing than the 15 children with mild head injury or the 18 age-matched controls. Results suggest that cognitive functions such as working memory and metacognitive skill that are disrupted by severe head injury may also play a role in some of the text- and discourse-level deficits commonly reported in these children, notably those involving inferencing.